st1ll had hopes of interestiog some one in bis
long cherished project. Mr. Tower replied
that he, t00, had been thinking of Afr. Sione’s

"0UK IRON INDUSTRY.
o old scheme for some time, sna that although

Something of the History of It81ihure was as yet, but htle demand for iron,

000 beaides, and he still retaioa an interest
11 he company valued at $1,000,000.]
To_enciudiag this sricle, 1t sbeuld te
atated that Charlemagne Tower, Sr., the gen-
tleman, who, though past his “tbree score

cvelopment. stall euch times-of depiession could not exist|{and ten,” has hud the enterprise tounder-
D P always, and 83 1t would take several yesrs | take snd curry forward the great work above
—_— €0 build & road and develop the mines, any- | described, tbereby erecfing to himself s

monument which will be potuted to by gen-
eratlons yet to come, has been bly seconded
in hus efforts by bis son Charlemsgue Tower,
Jr,, the very capable president of the Du.
luth & Iron Raoge road, sod by his son-in-

. H. Lee, the superintendent cf
that yos1. Mr. Tower, Jr., has the ente) pria -
a0d insra of hus father, snd slthough

3 to | how, it waa quite probable that by the time
_Lons Struggle of Geo. C.Stone b & P ¥

¢ o prelimuary work ocould be done, rron
Get the Project Under Way- would again be in full demand, and if a far-

ther wod still mors thorough examinstion

Luto | 10u1d extisty them beyoud allquestion a3 t3

An Example of what & Besolute lhe“! ;‘nnmily and quality of the iron, they
mplish. would not hesitate to take hold of the pro-

Man Can Accomp! Tet Thu very g L

Mr. Stome to have more

. —_— taligeuce cansed Mz, Sloms to Bo had been reared and educated, and had
i van to | pleatant dreams on the vight of ils reception |wpent all hus Life in the great city wher bis

The Tron:Mines'of this ounty Ero than he had bad for yeats; for his itk in | father strl resides, yot 16, m addrtion to g
bo the Richest in the World- the mines was strong snd he was confident |iag strict snd able attention to the corpors-

that the more Messrs. Tower and Muuson | tion of which ho is the head, bas reudily

investigated them, the stronger would their
faith become. Soon after this o farther oxam~
inations were made and they Tesulted just &3
Mr, Stone had predicted. Thereupon, he was
a tkorized 1o go ahead and sequire from the
government the title to uli the desired lands,
and this he did, securing the titls to many
(housand acres, and in the meantime, Mr

adagted himself to the ways of the peaple
aud the condition of afairs found in the West
and is proving himeelf to be & useful snd
& public spiruted eitizen, aad it is but jot to
#ay that he 13 held ia bigh esteem by our peo-
le. Mr. Leo w also he right msn 1a the
1ight place, and he has built and equipped &
railroad of which any civil engineer 1 the
country might well be proud, aud be appears
10 be operating 1t in & most cficient sud sue-
cessful manner.

It affords us & great deal of pleasure 1o be
able to state that that cld picaeer, George C.
$tone, to whom Duluth and the state of M-
uesols are primanily indebted for the devel.
opmeat of the most fmportant Ldustry above

One of the most important industries Leib-
wtary to Dalutb, is the Iron Industry near
Vermiluon lsko in the northwesterly part-of
this county. The development of these
s imporiact slike to Duluth, to ibe

mioes i
ta 18
state and to the country. Thst Blmnesoln I8} ol o ysed the entiro interest of Mr.

e of the very inest agricaltural states in | {ower SUASE LM
the Union, is, of course, well kmownthel = Of course, however, Mr. Tower, as 3 care-
couatry over, bt that sheis mondly certaia to | ful sod sbrewd business man, would not ik

i i any steps towards bmlding a ro or develo
tako the front rauk assn “""d”“"‘“ml‘ o the mines uath he had actually seoured
state, ahead even of Michigan and Peansyl-d ;o poienty for the linds im question, and
ania, will be & surprise fo all who have not

¢his necessanly consumed consulerable time,

Watched the developuent of that industry in
1his county durng the past Lwe years. It
will not be without interest iv this csunec-
tion, to give a brief history ef the develop-
ment of our won indusiry,as Well as the
present condition of that development.
For many years, people Lving st the head of
the lake had been accustomed to hear from
\eo. . Stustz, Jobn Mallman, W. H. Bas

sett and other surveyors and explortra,of the
existence of large bodies of 1rou in the vicia-
aty of Versnilion hike, snd many were the
speoimens of {bat metal which from time to
fime were brought to thisely For & loog
time, however, these specimens Wero re-
garded as mere povelties or curiosities; but
as early a3 1871 or 1872, there was oue man
then o resident of this city,¥ha began to regard
them with sometbiog more than curiveity,
wd that man was Geo. C.Stone, nuw tbe
general manager of the Minnesota Iron Co.
By the year 1874 he had invesgated the
matter 8o theroughly and become so strongly
1mpreesed with the des that the mines in
question were of great value, that he en-
deavored by correspondence With capitalists
and iron manufacturers at the east, to 1nduco
gome one to advance the money necessary to
‘mak a  thorough exsmination o

the locality in question, With & view of form-
1ng & company to purchase the lauds and de-
velop the miues, 1f the examination should
warrsot 8 step of thatkind. Nome of this
correspondence, however, availed anything,
and 1n the spring of 1875, be became satis-
fed that the preper thng for him o do
would be to go esst with hus specimeus and
assays and personally see the parties who
weré at all likely to take sn interestin such
a project; but how to taks an extended trip
of that sort, was to him for s tume, not very
clear. In those days, just when Duluth was
feeling the fall force of the panic of 1873,
when the average Duluthian experienced the

greatest dificulty in securing the where-|,,

wita fo procure “bread sod batter” for
hi family, Mr. Stonedid mot bavoany
surplus of ~Althy luere.” Finally, however,
he succeeded 10 borrowing enough of money
from s friead to tske lum to New York and
Philadelphia; and so, puttlng his aseoys in
his pocket and his specimens 1a B satonel,
e started on his way. He visited one csp-
italist after snother who histened to us story
snd thought the specimens +very nice” and
the assays fair,but Who when they iearaed that
tho alleged mines were 1 an_ucbroken Wil
Jerness s:venty-five miley north of Dulath
and could only bs reached by buildrug a rail-
road 10 teem, declined to be ot the expense
of makiog the desired _esplorations. Noth-
iog dausted, however, he kept at work aold
fiaally he wisued Charlemauge Tower, a
Poutadelphia millionaive Who had mde &
great deal of money Im 1ron mines in Peun-
sylvanis, and who hal been engaged 1
some very heavy eaierprises, und that gen-
tlemsn Listened to his report aal his propo
sitions with considerabla interest, aod after
one interview, said he desired to think the
matier over and would Like to Lave him call
agaiu—snd it 13 needless to say thatke
called; and the result of thisintervie® was
that Mr, Tower and an associale of s in
New York, & \lr. Vunsow, sgreed to be at
the expense of such an examiation and ex-
ploration, as Mr. Stone desired. Thereupox,
3t was agreed ILat about midsummer of that
yoar, they would send Prof, Cheater, 2a emi-
nent geotogist of New York with an assisisut
10 the person of Mr. R. 1L, Lee, now the su
perintendent and chief eogiacer of the Da
luth & Iren Range road, but them, 8 youog
gestleman but recently out of ocllege, ace m-
Punied by some experienced misers, o t1n
shafts and make & thorough invertigation of
she lands 1n question. M. Stome then re

.turned to Du'uth and bej toh outhus
memorable *expedition,” Which when fitted
out, conei-tsd of some forty persons, all
told.  This “expedition’ left Dulath on the
3d day cf July, most of them going by rait
to Thomson, sad thence up the ot. Louis in
canoes.

At thia time there Were some very wise
men i Duluth—eome croakers who were
«eperfecily sure” uppureutly that there was
o 1ron in the viiity of Vermilion lake m
paying quantiiics, and who professed to re-
gard the whole expedition se smnply &
“gckieme of Stone's” to expend the mouey of
some confiing capualuts for the beefi of
Brwself and someof his friends, duriog &
period when there was but lutle dewand for
inbor aad but little moaey sfioat 1n this com-
munuty, Prof. Coester and party remaied
0 the fiell” two months, aud returoiog,
brought with them a great many Specimens
of ore, which the professor took home Wit

him to agsay tn s own laboratory, Some fRe

conaderable time elapsed before he was
abie to complete kas svsays and furnish his
report, but when his report was submitied,
1t proved tobe a favorabie one, both as to the
qusatity and quality of the ore, and also ss
10 the ease with whicn the mining operations
could be carried on.

By this time, however, the effects of the
panic bad begun to be so universally felt
that tbere was, as will be remembered, »
general stagoation in all branches of business
The country over, and no demand for iron,
and worse than all, there was nuthing fo 1n-
dicate that there would be any copsiderable
demsnd for that commodity for years to
come; and of course, it wasunreasonablo to
think of buildiog a raviroad to develop mines
‘when there was no demand for iron, and
when mearly all the iron mines that had
been already opened 1n Michigan and Pepo-
eylvasia, were at that very tise closed up
Hence, Messrs, Tower aod Muneoa sban-
doned the ides of taking any steps towards

developing the wines 1n question, and all | 000

that Mr. Stone could do was lo awalt events,
and he spent Bome four Jears in very Weary
waiting. Dut about this ume, however, it is
proper to remewmber that he organized and
ncorporated the Duluth & Iron Kange Rail-
road Company, snd induced the legislature,
for the purpose of encouraging sud develop-
jug the iron interests of the state, to make
that road 8 very velusble grant of swamp
lsnds, on coudilion that the rowd should be
completed in five years. Fortunately, to-
warda the Jater part of the yesr 1877, there
began o be eama signs of a revival of the
wron interests at no distant day, and this
prospect gave him remewed hopes, and he
fook steps to acquaint ctill other capitalists
With what be believed to be the menits of hus
scheme, and be found one firm who wers at
last willirg to look info his scheme. At this
juneture, be theught it might faciiitate met-
ters with the pariies just reterred to, to have
I'rof Chester's report to show them, and 8o
be wrote to Messrs. Tower and  Munson snd

gaid that if they had no tarther uze for that | 400:

report, he wouid be greatly ebliged if they
would kindly sllow him to use it for & short
tume, and he inodentally mentioned that hel

and 1t was not until about the first of the

yoar 1883, that ho felt warrauted in order-

ing the work to proceed. Mr. Stove im-

proved the time,hcwever,by reorganizing the

Duluth & Iron Range railroad company, by
5 B b M

B
Iron Company, and by securing the passage
of an sct by the legislalure extending the
time for the completion of the above named
road,—the effect of which legislation was to
recover the land graut org:nally made toit,
but which, in the event of a forfeiture, was
by subsequent legislative ensciment, to go to
another corporation—the Duluth & Win-
nipeg Company. Hia efforta to procure an
extension of time were of course bitterly op-
od by the eastern parties who 1o the mean-
time had scquired the controiling interest in
the Daluth & Winvipeg frauchises, but
who had nct kept faith either with the old
ocorporators or with Dututb, and, it was
only earried after one of the hardest fought
legislative buttles that ever oocurred in ¢ur

mentioned, will resp a Tich pecuniary re-
ward for his work, worry, care and anxiety
1n working up fhe above scheme with which
kia name 19 now, and ever will be, insepars-
fle bss pat Messrs. Tower
and others in the way of adding millions to
their already greut weslth, and for this ser-
vice, hie, 83 agreed upon ye4rs 80, bag beon
assared of & position and allotted an interest
which 1n the years to come, will make him
one of the weallhy meu of the state.
sre sure that no one who knows him and ap-
preciates how much Duluth aod the state
are indebted to him for bis bull-dog tenseity
tn keeping at work ot our_iron mines uotil
he ghed secured their development, will be-
gradge hin sny fortuno that hie may thereby
acquire, and that they all, on the contrary,
will joiu us 1o the hope that he may loag
live fo_evjoy it 2ind to enjoy the sstisfaction
of having rendered bis old bome and slateso
vignal a service.

bly conneoted.

atata, This bill passed tbe bouse by & band.
some majority, ils opponenta being confident
of their abiluy to slaughter 1t in the senate,
but on the very last hour of the session, at
5 o'clock in the morniag, after the lattex
body had been discussing the bill al' night,
1t was finally forced to a vote and carriel—
thus securmg fo i3 company the lands
whicn the legislature ongwally intended
should be used for the development of the
state’s miperal interesis.

Thia legislation having been secured and
the desired patents for the lands having been
obiained, Mr. Tower, asabove stated, ordered
the work commenced and the road built
from Two Harbors (s pomt twenty-seven
miles down the north shere) to Tower, the
name chosen for the future great city to be
built up at Lhe mines; and in August, 188%,
this link of road, sixty-eight miles in length,
was completed, and 1t 1515 all respects, ove
of the finest built aud best equipped roads 1n

merica.
The Minnesota Iron Company which tech-
nically is a separate corporat-on from the
Duluth & Iron Kange railroad company,
owns the entire towosite at Tower, and also
the oue at Two Harbors. At the latter powat,
the company hai quite extensive ore docks
and the most convenient faciliies for trans-
ferring their ore during the sevon of navt
gation from the cars to lake vessels, but the
link between Duluth ard Two larbors, will
be built soon,most probanly during the prea-
ent year, after wiach the company’s Winter
storage of ore will doubiless be made at Du
luth and the bulk of its shipments also from
the same place, but 1o the mear future, &
very large propurtion of that ore will te
wanufactured 1oto 1roa and tleele 1o this
city. Ex.Congres-man Breutung of Michi
gun, oue of the members of the Minuesals
Iron Company, snd & geulleman who already
has numerous gray bairs on Lus head, says
that he expects o Live to xee Duluth as large
an 1ron manufactory 89 Piutsburg i today.
The Minnesota Iron Company, it wight be
remarked, is composed of the fllowing gen-
tlemeo: Charlemagne Tower of Phimdelpua,
the chief promoter of fhe enterpriae; El-
ward DBrewung, of Negaunce, M ehig:n,
George 11, and Samuel ' Ely, of Cleveland,
Ohio, and George C S one, of St Paul, Tuw
two corporsiions above named have experded
10 the construction and equioment of their
road, in the opening up of their mines, eren-
uon of buildings, &c, &c, over $3,000,000,
and 3t will not be witkout uterest to sule
that, taken together, they censtitute the most
exlensive mining corporativu iu the United
Siates, and ome whivh now seems morslly
certain 1o the fiture to surpass auy other 1o
the country as a miner and shipper of 1ron
ore, and ofe of & quality that is much ju de-
maad, and which comminas the very kighest
price of any in the market. Itis an toter-
ecting fact that a large quanuity of this ore
whics one year ago Loday wasin the mines,
has since then been manufactured imto 1ron
tubes by Urafi, Barnett & Co., of Putsburg,
and 18 now earryuug vil anl gus all over the
etate of Pen: eyivavia. The Iron Compiny
now has upon 1s pay rolld seven bundred
men at the mines and the railroad company
two hundred more, or nine burdred i ail,
and the entire pay roil exceeds $50,000 per
month. 1he company shipped 62,000 tons
of ore from the time of the completion of
the road (September 1, 1884) fo the close of
panigation of that year, aud 1a 1885, 1
shippel 225484 tons, bemng, surpassed in
thi8 respect by only one other mine 1u the
country—the Republic. ‘the record of the
hipments of the eight large-y mines in the
ennire Lake Superior district for the year
juat clo-e, is as follows*

Mimes Tor

publice.o oo e oo 208071
Minnesota Tron Company (vermilion) . r

Cleveiand .. e 211,191
1

Total.... e eere o 1397006
The Minueaots Iron Cowpany, sioce the in
ginnivg of i3 MIBIDG oOpeTAlIOns, bas sok
over $1 000,000 worth of ore, and still its
operations_can be suid to have been but
commenced. Some of its mnes have only
been partully opened, and some have mot
been opened at all, and preparations are sow
being made for u largely ivereased output
during the coming year. Thus far the com-
pany has simply been_jatraducing 1t vre in
the 1ron markets of the country, but owiug
to the peculirly fortumale locauwu of ue
mines, it8 operations can be carried on so
cheaply that by increasig 1s mioing and
railroad force, 1t can easily supply the de
msad for ore, let it be 500,000 tons or 1,000,-
per annum. As the ore of this company
is 80 accessible and of such & superior quai-
1ty, and B8 tbe company oWn8 its own road,
It can carry on ite operations at e profit,
even during dull times when work on most
other mines would have to be stopped.

The Kepublic iron mne of Michig n ias
heretofore been regarded as the richest and
most valuable iron mine 1n the known world,
but tbe Hon. Edward Breung, who 1815
practical iron man, aod we believe the largeit
stockbolder in that mine, considers his juter-
ests in the Minnesota Iron Company worth
far more then bis 1nterest in the Republi
[Just bere a brief allusion to the very band-
s§ome speculation made by this gentleman in
Minuesota Iron Compsny property, will not
be without 1nlerest in itself, and it will indi.
cate something of the great value of that
property. Sometime after Mr. Tower bad
decided to go shead with the Duluth &
Tron Range road, Mr. Breitang purchased,
we believe, & one-tenth soterost in (be enter.
prisc, as it then stood, for the sum of$200,-

: but before & year had elapsed, he had
s0ld & portion of that tenth interest to some
other parties, by wbich he secured back the
$200,000 that he originally paid aud $200,s




